Exploring the principles of good record keeping in nursing.
Record keeping is an integral part of patient care. This article considers the basic principles which should be followed in the light of guidance from the Department of Health, Nursing and Midwifery Council and the Clinical Negligence Scheme for Trusts. Apart from the Mental Health Act 1983 and abortion regulations there are few statutory provisions covering record keeping, but the courts would apply the Bolam Test of the reasonable standard of care to documentation.